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Honorable Council members 
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PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE-REGULATIONS 


At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held April 25, 2000, this Board 
considered and approved the enclosed proposed ordinance amending Section 52.34 of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code related to regulation of Private Security Services. The Board took 
further action and approved amendments to the Board Rules and Regulations governing Private 
Patrol Services, which is being provided for your information. 

The Board requested that this matter be transmitted to your office for further processing. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 



LUPE ORTIZ 

Commission Executive Assistant 
Enclosure 
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ORDINANCE NO. ___ 

An ordinance amending Section 52.34 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code related to 
regulation of private security services. 


Sec. 52.34 PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE - REGULATIONS 
(Amended by Ord. No. , Eff. .) 


(a) Definitions;. 

For the purpose of this article, certain terms used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Service. The term “private patrol service” shall mean any 
person, association o f persons, o r partnership, or c orpor a t i o n "private patrol operator” 
as defined in the California Business and Professions Code which furnishes or purports 
to furnish to members, subscribers, or customers any umformed-or speei al street patrol 
officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person and 
property or to perform any other service directly related to the “private protection of life 
and property”. 

(2) Special Officer . Street Patrol Officer. The term “ special officer” “ street patrol 
officer ” shall mean any person who performs for a private patrol service the duties of a 
uniformed guarcf-uniformod watchman, or uniformed pa tr olman patrol officer or any of 
the duties described in subdivision (a)(1) whos e primary func t ion is pa tr olling fr om o ne 
location to another by City streets by street patrol service utilizing foot patrol, motor 
patrol, or other means of transportation in public areas, City streets, or public 
thoroughfares. This definition shall not apply to uniformed w atch m a n , uniformed guards 
or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patrol service, such 
as by industrial plants, department stores, community associations, or private clubs 
wherein said function does not require patrolling from one location to another by use of 
a City street, nor shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in 
connection with the commercial, public, or professional business of such an entity. 

(b) Private Patrol Services Pe r mit . 

(1) Requirement, Permit. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining 
or operating any private patrol service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a 
permit license as required by the State of California and a permit from the City. 
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(2) Applications Requirements for Permits. The following requirements must be met 
to obtain a permit to operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol service in the City. 

A- JFeer Registration. A n application for a penal L to operate, main t ain and c o nduct 
a ~ p riva t e patrol s er vi c e business in t he Ci t y A registration form shall be filed t ogeth e r 
with an application fee with the P er m i t - Section of t he Ci t y Clerk's O f fice the Board of 
Police Commissioners on forms supplied by the City. In addi t ioir t faere t o; a separa te 
a p plication - s igned and verified by the applicant - shail al s o be filed w i th the 1 P o lic e 
Commissiortrand said application The registration form shall be signed and verified by 
the registrant and shall state the name, address and organization of the private security 
service, its method of operation, the territory or location it proposes to serve, the names, 
and addresses and-pliysical description of its officers, members, associates and 
employees - a nd such o t her id c nufiLatkurand informa t i o n including, but not l i mi te d t o . 
finge rp rints and recent photographs o f t he applican t , i t s of fi ce rs , memb e r s , 1 as s ociates, 
and emplo yees as may be deem e d n ecess ary by Board of Police Commissi o n er s, and a 
description of the procedures for investigating citizen complaints against its street patrol 
officers. 

D. Sur et y Bo n d. The apphea t i o n rfbr a p e rmi t 1 for a priva t e pa t r o l se r vic e as r e quir e d by 
this Article mast be acc ompani e d by a surety bond unde r wri t ten by a c or po rate surety 
admitted to do bus iness in Califor n ia, in - a fumrappioved by t h e Ci t y A t torney, in t he sum 
of $15,000 blanke t co ver - age for each and all employees, officer s , membe r s o r associates of 
the private patrol service. — The bond shall be c o ndi t i o ned u po n t he fa it hfal and honest 
conduct o f th e business of p riv at e p a tro l - s e rvice by die permi t tee and also condi ti on e d upon 
fa i t fafii l c o mpliance with t his Code, each and all of t he ordinances of t he Ci t y and t he laws 
of the State of California in force, or which may the r eafter be ado pt ed, r ela t ing -to - th e 
busin es s of p rivate pa tr ol service. The permi t tee and -s nre t re s- named in t he b o nd, and th e ir 
su c cess or s and assigns, shall be join t ly and s everally liable t o th e City and t o any p er son, 
firm or corporation for damages s uffered by r eason of t h e wiongfuhacts of t he permittee, its 
office r s, a ssocratespmembersr or employe e s in breach of the conditions of t he b on d r- Th c 
bond shall not be void upo n any one or mo re recoveri e s t hereunder, but may be sued and 
recovered upon from time t o time by any p e rson, firm or co rp o r ation aggrieved o r damaged, 
to the ext en t the r eof. The b o nd shall b e r evi e wed t o i t s original a mo unt o i r ea c h-an n ua l 
anniversary thereof. Notice o f any piuposcd cancella t ion of t he bond shall bc ~scrrt "by 
registered mail to the Insura nce and B o nds s e ction of t he O f fic e o f t h e Ci t y Attorney and t o 
die Board of Police Commissioners not l e ss than 30 days in advance of t he cancellati o n dat e . 

Ct B. State License Bond. Before a permit for a priva t e patrol s ervice is issued, t he 
applicant- s hall furnish t he Board of Police Commi s sioners wi t h The registration form for 
a permit shall be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his the private patrol 
service 's State of California License and Bond evidencing t hat he has c o mplied compliance 
with State laws relating to the business of private patrols. 
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fh C Insurance. Upon request, A a pnvate patrol service shall furnish to the Board of 
Police Commissioners evidence of the following insurance with the Hoard of P o lice 
Commissioners uponrequcs t: workers’ compensation, general liability insurance, automobile 
insurance a nd false a rre st insurance in the amounts t o b e de t ermined by t he Board, required 
by State law. 

(c) Special S treet Patrol Officers. 

(1) -R eg is tr a t i o n. Each special officer must be cur re ntly r eg is tered with the -Bureau of 
C o H e c ti on and Inves tigation- S er vices of t he Sta t e of California as r cquired"by~€rection 
7514(f) of t he Business and Professions C o d e of the State o f Calif o rnia. The pnvate -p a t iol 
service will be r esp o nsi ble for each s p ecial officer to b e regi ste r e d and to cany proof t her eo f 
a t -a H -ti i pes- wliile on du t y. If at any tim e a sp e cial offic e r whil e on du t y for such a private 
pa t rol service cannot p r odp ce-a-tcmpo ra r y or permanent S t a t e regis tr ati o n when r eques te d 
by a Ci t y p o lice office r , t he p riva te patrol se r vic e may be subjec t to s uspension o r revoca t ion 
of-its P o lic e permit privilege to operate within th e City : 

(1) Registration. It shall be un lawful for any person to perform the duties of a street patrol 
officer in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a Guard Registration card as 
required by the State of California and registering with the City : Upon the registration being 
accepted by the City, the Board of Police Commissioners may issue a permit which shall be 
subject to all of the provisions of Chapter 10 of this Code, including all the rights, 
regulations . and due process procedures contained therein. The Board of Police 
Commissioners shall retain street patrol officer permits in its files. 

(2) P e rmit. (Ame nde d-iirBntire t y, Old. No. 158,407, Eff. 11/20/83.) 

— A. Any employe e , orany offic e r o r member or as so ciat e o f a p riva te pa tr ol s er vi c e who 

perfo r ms -t he - s er vice of a Gua r d, Wa t chman, Pat ro lma n or oth ei pnva t e patrol func t ion 
whos e du t i e s involve p a tr olling fr om one location to anoth er by CiLy sheets must possess a 
valid S p ecial O f fice r ’s pe r mi t at all t imes a s lssued -by-tfeyp o l ic g Comm ission; 

(2) Requirements for Registration. The following requirements must be met to register 
to perform the duties of a street patrol officer in the City. 

A. Registration. A registration form shall be filed with the Board of Police 
Commissioners on forms supplied by the City. The registration form shall be signed and 
verified by the registrant and shall state his name, address and the name and address of 
the private patrol service by whom he is employed. The registration form shall be 
submitted to the Board of Police Commissioners within 15 days of the Street Patrol 
Officer being hired by the Private Patrol Service. Registration forms may be submitted 
by hand-delivery, U.S. mail or facsimile. 

B. State Registration Card. The registration form for a street patrol officer permit must 
be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his State of California Guard 
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Registration card evidencing compliance with the State laws relating to the occupation of 
a street patrol officer. 

B.- In - addi t i o n t o o r in lieu of a Board-issued t e mporary permi t auth o ri z ed fa y S ect i o n 

103.06(b), a t e mporary p e rmit not to exceed 45 ~d ay s may be issued tu an applican t by t he 

Secre t ary of t he B o a r d provi ded the following c o nditi o t r ar e i tret: 

— a. An applica t ion for permi t is on file at the main office of tli c City Clerk and ' all 

permi t fees have be e n paid; and 

— b. A 1 pr el i minary inves t igation by Commis s ion staff does nut revea l- informa t ion 

wli idi would normally consti t ute grouiid r for denial; and 

tv The applican t p o s sesses a valid p e rman e nt o rt emporary California S t a t e Guard 

R e gis tr a tion Card, and State Firearms P e i nut, if t lie applicant in te nds to car r y a firearm, and 

d. The applicant possess a valid California Driv er ’s License. 

The S ecr etary of t he Board may suspend such temporary p e rmi t a t any time if the -Secretary 

lias reason t o believ e that - any of the above conditions have nut been me t . The Sec ret ary shall 

n ot i f y “t h e applican t in writing of t h e re asons for an y s uch suspension, and t he app hca t ionTor 

a p e rmanen t permit shall continue to be pr o ce ss e d acc o rding t o pr ovi s i o ns of t ills cod e and 

any applicable mles ~ and r egula ti o n * nf fhc - Doard. 

(3) (d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia. 

A: (1) General. -No Any badge, insignia, patch or uniform s hall be used or worn, by any 
employee, officer, member or associate of a private patrol service, while on duty for said 
patrol service, shall be in compliance with State law. Any such badge, insignia, patch or 
uniform shall not be which is of such a design as to be mistaken for an official badge, 
insignia or uniform worn by a law enforcement officer of the City of Los Angeles or any 
other taw enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the city, any city, coun t y, oi state agency 

wi t hin it s- jurisdic t ion. — The applican t o r permittee sh all submi t to die Board of Polic e 

Commissioners a sample of the insignia intended t o be us e d in the conduc t o f -t he privat e 

pa tro l s er vi ce- involved. The Board of FolicyCommissi o n er s shall approve t he color of the 

proposed uniform and shall issu e- u p on paym e nt th e r e fore a form o f badge, whieh shall no t 

contairrthe word “police 1 7 . While engag e d in th e pe r fo r mance of - duties, a s pecraTofficer 

shall wear and display t he badge issued p urauan Ho-thjs-secti on and insignia o n t h e- o trt side 

of hi s or he r uniform in a clearly visible m a nner. - Badges i s sued pursua nt t o t his sec t ion shall 

not be alt er e d, m o difiedor - d e faced or be us e d, worn, or displayed in such condi t ion. Any 

— badge iss ued hereunder which is in need of repa i r o r rep lac e m e n t oi otherwi se not authorized 

for use shall be immediately retum ed -and delivered t o t he B o a rd o fP oliee Commissi o n ers 

or its representative. It s liall be unlawful fo r anyone othe r t han a permi tt ee h ereunder to use, 

w e ar o r display a bad g e issued p ursuant t o 1 t his sec tio n, No insignia shall be worn if th e 

sample thereof submitted to ~ t hc Board of Police commi s sioners has been determined by t he 

— _ — Board t o be in viola t ion o f this sec t ion. 

(2) Uniforms . The Private Patrol Service shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample or color photograph of the proposed uniform for approval by the 
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misdemeanor sex offenses, - , - w i th - the excep t ion of min o r tr affi c-o ffen s e s: The private patrol service 
shall also immediately re p ort t o notify the Police Department of any weapon discharge or private 
person 's arrest made within the City, by any employee, officer member, or associate of the private 
patrol service. 

(g) Employees. The private patrol service will be responsible for each street patrol officer to be 
registered with the State and to carry proof thereof at all times while on duty . A Street Patrol 
Officer in connection with his duties, upon request by a law enforcement officer , shall identify 
himself as a Street Patrol Officer and shall give his name and employer 's name. At no time shall 
a Street Patrol Officer conduct himself by word or manner as to lead others to believe that he 
possesses the power to enforce Traffic Regulations or to issue Traffic Citations. 

(f) (h) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. The Board of Police Commissioners shall 
have the authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with State law or this chapter 
concerning private patrol services and special street patrol officers. Prior to any changes or 
additions to such Board rules and regulations, the Board of Police Commissioners shall give 
reasonable notice to all private patrol services registered with the City of the proposed changes or 
additions. 

fg) (i) Permits; Nontransferable. Permits issued under this article are not transferable. This 
section shall not be construed to prohibit the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning 
or transferring such service, however any new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to 
qualify under this article before commencing operations or carrying on business as a private patrol 
service. 

(j) Suspension/Revocation. Violation of any provision of this ordinance, any of the rules 
promulgated by the Board of Police Commissioners, or of any State or local law in connection with 
the operation of a Private Patrol Service, may be cause for suspension and/or revocation of the 
permit held by the Private Patrol Service. The Board of Police Commissioners shall notify the 
Private Patrol Service of the intent to suspend or revoke the registration of any of its. street patrol 
officers. 

-(h) (k) Lice n s ey and F e es P ermits Not Exclusive. Fees - and Permits required by this article shall 
be in addition to any license; or permit orfee required under any other chapter of this code. 
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Board to ensure that it does not resemble a uniform of any law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction in the City. No uniform shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted to the 
Board has been determined to be in violation of subsection (d)(1). 

ft — The Boa r d o f Police Commissione r s s hall s p e cify the police type equipment, 

including weapons and ammuni t ion, which a special of fi cer may cany whil e on duty, and 

i t shall be unlawful for a special o ffi ie r to carry, wear, or t o use any s uili equipment, 

mcluding wea p ons an d ammuni t ion, while on du t y if su c h is of a type not previously 

approved by the Board of Police Commissioners for said o ffic e r. 

Th e us e of any firearm and ammuni t ion, by a s p ecial officer, shall be of a farand name, 

■■■ model - and calib e r as app r oved by the Board of Police C o mmissioners o r its agent. 

No sp e cial office r shall cany - any fir e arms in the p er fo r manc e of hi s- o i her dutieraniess 

h e or sh e- has co m p let e d the cour se of training sp ec ified m Section 1 75 14. 1 of the Bnsxncss 

and P ro fes si ons - Code of tli e State of Ca l ifornia, 

(3) Equipment, Weapons, Ammunition. Street Patrol Officers are only authorized to 
carry .38 caliber, .45 caliber, .357 caliber and 9 millimeter firearms. The Board of 
Police Commissioners shall have the authority to grant an exception to this subsection 
upon a showing of good cause. Firearms and ammunition used by street patrol officers 
shall be of a brand name, model and caliber approved by the State of California. No 
street patrol officer shall carry any firearm in the performance of his duties unless he 
possesses a valid firearm qualification card issued by the State for said firearm. Other 
authorized weapons include State approved batons and chemical agents as authorized 
by the officer 's State permit. 

(d) (e) Motor Vehicles. The Doard o f Police C o mmi s si o ners or i t s ag e nt shall appr o v e t he t y p e 
or character of iden t ifica t ion markings oi insignia r e quir e d hereunder to be placed or any motor 
vehicle us e d in t he o p e ration o f any private patrol s e rvice. Each vehicle used for the purpose of 
patrolling shall comply with California Vehicle Code section 25279(b) and at a minimum the letters 
and numerals shall be clearly visible and readable from d distance of fifty feet and shall be 
permanently affixed to the vehicle. A private patrol o per a t o r service shall not use or permit to be 
used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not marked and identifiable with approved 
markings or insignia in accordance herewith, and with rules and r egula t ions ad opted by the Board 
of Police Commissioners. No vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be equipped with a red 
light, siren, or be painted in a manner similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other 
law enforcement agency with, jurisdiction in the City. The private patrol service shall submit to the 
Board of Police Commissioners a color photograph of the proposed vehicles showing compliance 
with this subsection. 

fe) (f) Reports to Police. Every private patrol service operator and every sp e cial street patrol 
officer shall immediately make a report to the Police Department and t o t he Doa r d of Police 
Commissioners of any felonies, high-grade misdemeanors or violations of the-Los-Angeles 
Munic i pal C o de, or St at e- o r federal law which come to his attention High-grade misdemeanors 
include Petty Theft, Dangerous Weapons ’ Control Laws, Traffic Manslaughter, Indecent Exposure, 
Child Molesting, Contributing to the Delinquence of a Minor, Lewd Conduct, and all other 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

(IN ADDITION TO STATE LAWS AND CITY ORDINANCES) 


Approved “i- 
Secretary 

PRIVATE PA 



OL SERVICES 


1. Address/Telephone: Each Private Patrol Service permittee shall have and maintain a 
business address and/or emergency telephone number where a company representative is 
immediately available to members of the Los Angeles Police Department on a 24-hour per 
day basis. 

2. Advertisements: No advertisement, representation or solicitation of any kind by a Private 
Patrol Service shall in any way imply that the Private Patrol Service is a part of the Los 
Angeles Police Department or any other law enforcement agency, or under contract or in any 
other way connected therewith. 

3. Uniforms: All members of a Private Patrol Service shall be in full uniform at all times 
when performing any duty or service incidental to the operation of the Private Patrol 
Service unless prior notification is given to the Los Angeles Police Department Area Watch 
Commander. 

4. Employee Addresses: Employee address changes shall be maintained by the permittee 
and shall be subject to inspection by the Board or its agent. 

5. Inspections: Each holder of a Private Patrol Service permit shall hold inspections at least 
monthly of all street patrol officers on-duty on the date of inspection of all uniforms, required 
identification cards, badges, equipment, ammunition, and weapons. Records of inspections 
shall be maintained for a period of one year and shall be made available to the Commission or 
their agent upon request. 

6. Employee Lists: All Private Patrol Services shall prepare and deliver an employee list or 
copies of the street patrol officers’ registration forms to the Board twice a year. The employee 
list or copies of the street patrol officers’ registration forms shall be received by the Board no 
later than January 10th and July 10th of each calendar year. The employee list or copies of. 
the street patrol officers’ registration forms shall include the employee's name, State Guard 
Registration card number and any other State required certifications (i.e., firearms, baton, 
chemical agents, etc.) 

7. Complaints: The Private Patrol Service shall forward copies of all complaints of violations of 
codified laws involving the activities of itself or its street patrol officers which occurred in the 
City of Los Angeles. These complaints shall be investigated by members of the Los Angeles 
Police Department and shall be subject to review by the Board of Police Commissioners 
pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code sections 103.00 et seq. 

8. Rules: Upon issuance of a Private Patrol Service permit, the Board of Police Commissioners 
shall provide to the Private Patrol Service a copy of these rules and of the City ordinance 
regulating Private Patrol Services and Street Patrol Officers. The Private Patrol Service shall 
ensure that its employees are familiar with the ordinance and rules. 

9. Severability: A Board rule which is ruled to be invalid by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction shall not invalidate the remaining Board Rules. 


Adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners at a regular meeting of December 11, 
1975. Amended April 25, 2000. 


